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The initiative of the Transatlantic Innovation Dialogue (TID) is both timely and important to the 
economic growth on both sides of the Atlantic. Globalization of markets and the current economic 
downturn have heightened the challenge to already distressed regions and developing countries around 
the world. The importance of innovation as a key driver of competitiveness and economic growth is well 
recognized. The ability to create economic value by exploiting technological progress, introducing new 
products to the market, redesigning production processes, or reconfiguring organizational practices is 
critical to competitive advantage and growth for firms, industries, and regions. Innovation is a "team 
game/' which draws on the activities of small to medium enterprises (SMEs), universities, the public 
sector, competitors, and collaborators, to name but a few. Innovation also increasingly involves 
international collaborations, and innovation policies must address, on a transnational scale, elements 
and relationships that interact in the production, diffusion, and use of new and economically useful 
knowledge. 

The TID should consider programs and tools to better enable these innovation "actors" to share 
information, learn of each other's skills and technologies, and build collaborations that accelerate the 
pace of innovation and address important new markets as well as national and global priorities. 
Fortunately, this does not require large investment in new tools and networks. Rather, an existing, 
proven transnational network and resource can be more effectively leveraged to increase transatlantic 
innovation partnerships. 

The Enterprise Europe Network ( http://www.enterprise-europe-network.ec.europa.eu/index en. htm ) 
merged two preexisting networks with two decades of proven success in helping build business and 
technology collaborations across the European Union (EU). The EU chose to open this network to non- 
EU countries, and the U.S. is represented by a consortium called US-EU-Match ( www.us-eu-match.com ). 
The real power of Enterprise Europe Network is that it is not simply a database or set of tools— rather, it 
is over 650 organizations across 45 countries actively supporting a variety of clients, particularly SMEs, in 
developing business cooperation, technology transfer relationships, and research collaborations. 

Among the reasons for Enterprise Europe Network's success are its breadth of regional coverage and its 
emphasis on achieving partnerships. Another fundamental reason for success has been the national 
commitment to Enterprise Europe Network by the member countries. Across the EU, and all other 
Enterprise Europe Network member countries except the United States, national governments provide 
support resources and organizations to more effectively leverage the power of this vast network, and 
furnish tools to help their private sector companies access innovation partners important to their 
business growth. 
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To foster use and garner these benefits for transatlantic innovation, the U.S. needs to mobilize 
appropriate resources to accelerate the use of Enterprise Europe Network on behalf of organizations 
across all 50 states. While a number of SME support networks exist in the U.S. (such as Manufacturing 
Extension Partnership centers, Small Business Development Centers, and Export Assistance Centers), 
they are not yet linked to US-EU-Match and Enterprise Europe Network. These support networks will 
require training and technical support in the use of the Enterprise Europe Network tools, and staffing 
resources to work proactively to build a strong experience base in building these types of transatlantic 
innovation partnerships for their client companies. 

The Transatlantic Innovation Dialogue should address the key steps needed to scale the use of the 
Enterprise Europe Network on behalf of the vast number of small to medium companies that are the 
backbone of U.S. innovation and economic growth. TID should consider developing a pilot project to 
connect business assistance organizations across the U.S. to US-EU-Match and Enterprise Europe 
Network, providing the training and tools to effectively leverage these multinational resources. This 
action would stimulate the understanding and the exchange of best practices of each party on technical 
and financial aspects. The goals of the project will be to demonstrate the value of transatlantic 
innovation partnerships in helping companies on both sides of the Atlantic to bring new innovation to 
market faster and to more successfully develop global markets for those innovative new products. 

RTI, and our US- and European-based partners in the US-EU Match consortium, welcome the 
opportunity to discuss these topics and proposed ideas further with the members of the Transatlantic 
Innovation Dialogue. Feel free to contact me at your convenience to engage in further dialogue. 
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